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does the Panama affair prove? That politics cost
money; that you take money where you can get it;
and that all parliamentary groups have their own
financial friends behind them, Do you believe it is
different in any country in Europe? It is certainly
mean; but politics are precisely a very dirty business,
and will always remain so. It may be a fault, but it
may also be a virtue, for us to wash our dirty linen
in the presence of all Europe. The Republic is
strong enough to take such a liberty without incurring
any danger, I have firm confidence in the security
of our future, which can only be furthered by the
severity of our self-criticism. We possess the most
laborious and honest officials, the most honourable
and fearless Press, while our Parliamentarians are
no worse than their business obliges them to be, The
Royalist hopes are ridiculous, and the victory of
Socialism, in which I believe, is not yet at hand,
The present Republic will pursue its course in
peace,"